Solano County District Attorney

Bureau of Forensic Services

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE BULLETIN

URINE ASA SAMPLE FOR ALCOHOL DETERMINATION

PEB 3: Revision 1.4

Document ID: EV-1.03 Page 1 of 3 Category: Evidence
Approval: Laboratory Director Type: Administrative
Standard: 4.1-4.45,5.7.1-5.7.3, 5.8.1-5.8.4 Effective Date: 06/10/2010



INTRODUCTION

The degree of alcohol influence is based upon the amount of alcohol in the bloodstream. There is a direct
correlation of alcohol in urine with alcohol in blood at a particular time. Therefore, urine can be used to
determine a blood alcohol level. However, certain precautions must be taken

SAMPLING, COLLECTING, PRESERVING, AND MARKING

The following summarizes the important considerations in the collection and preservation of urine samples for
alcohol analysis:

1 In urine alcohol cases a precaution is necessary that is not an element in blood sample cases. The
subject must first empty his bladder (first void). After waiting at least 20 minutes, the analysis sampleis
collected. It isimportant to carefully note the time on sample label and sample envel ope when voiding
isdonein each instance.

2. When urine is submitted for alcohol anaysis, the sample taken after the first voiding should be
forwarded to the laboratory. Even if asmall amount of urineis collected, it is sufficient for the
determination of alcohol.

3. A member of the police agency, preferably the arresting officer, should supervise the collection of the
sample so there will be no question as to the source or that tap water might have been placed in the
samplejar.
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1 Clean and dry specimen containers with tight fitting screw caps have been provided by the laboratory for
collecting urine samples. A dry preservative has been added to the vials. The preservative is 750 mg of
sodium fluoride in athree (3) ounce container.

2. Sampl e bottles shall be secured tightly, labeled and sealed in a urine envelope.

RE-EXAMINATION

The laboratory does not routinely examine materials that have been previously examined by another
laboratory. Re-examination requests must be made in writing by the submitting agency with an endorsement
by the prosecuting attorney having jurisdiction in the case.

EVIDENCE DISPOSITION

Envelope Back
Urine samples submitted for analysis will be retained by the laboratory forone yearatwmncmrtime it will be
returned to the submitting agency.

Evidence from outside agencies will be retained for one year and returned to the submitting agency. The
laboratory will not be responsible for destruction of evidence.

For further information on collection of blood for forensic alcohol analysis contact the laboratory
directly.
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