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Receive information on the Settlement and Release Agreement between Sacramento 
Municipal Utility District (SMUD) and the County of Solano regarding the Solano 4 Wind 
Turbine Project 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive information on the Settlement and Release Agreement between Sacramento Municipal 
Utility District (SMUD) and the County of Solano regarding the Solano 4 Wind Turbine Project. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Background 
 
On May 20, 2021, the Solano County Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) conducted a public 
hearing to consider an application (ALUC-21-03) from SMUD for a consistency determination for 
the Solano 4 Wind Turbine Project at 1786 Toland Lane in unincorporated Solano County.  The 
project involved replacing 23 existing wind turbines having blade tip elevations ranging from 242’ 
to 291’ above ground level (AGL) with 19 new wind turbines with tower heights of 360 feet AGL 
and highest blade tip elevations ranging from 493’ to 591’ AGL.  
 
The ALUC determined the project was not consistent with Section 5.6.1 criteria in the Travis Air 
Force Base Land Use Compatibility Plan for wind turbines and that the project did not meet the 
requirements for an exception under Section 6.2.4 (c)(6) Other Special Conditions. 
 
On August 19, 2021, SMUD’s governing board adopted findings to override the ALUC’s findings 
of inconsistency,  certified a final Environmental Impact Report (EIR), and approved the Solano 4 
Wind Project.   
 
On September 20, 2021, County of Solano filed a Petition with the Solano County Superior Court  
for a Writ of Mandate and a Complaint for Declaratory Relief. The case was transferred to Contra 
Costa County Superior Court. 
 
Current 
 
On December 14, 2022,  SMUD and the County of Solano entered into a Settlement and Release 
Agreement, resolving the litigation before the Contra Costa Superior Court 
 
The key components of the settlement agreement are:  
 
• Limiting the number of wind turbines in the Solano 4 Wind Project to 19 

 
• Requiring  SMUD to measure the actual impact to Travis Air Force Base (AFB) air traffic 

control (ATC) radar system after construction of the Solano 4 Project and comparing actual 
impact to forecasted impact.  If the actual exceeds the forecast, SMUD will be required to (1) 
assist Travis AFB to improve the radar performance, and (2) adjust its model to better 
forecast impacts to radar from any future wind project. 

 
• No development of any new wind projects in currently undeveloped sites in Solano County. 
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• No repowering of SMUD’s existing Solano County projects for at least 5 years.

• If SMUD repowers any currently developed sites, SMUD will prepare and certify an EIR prior
to approving the repowering.

• Prior to issuing a draft EIR for any future projects in Solano County, SMUD shall evaluate
the radar to verify no net increase in Travis AFB radar interference.  The results of the
modeling will be in the draft EIR and used for other repowering projects in Solano County.

• Prior to approval of any repowering project SMUD must find that the project will cause no
measurable decrease in ATC ability to detect targets.

Future 

Ongoing development of new technologies through the Department of Defense’s Pilot Mitigation 
Program (PMP), which Travis AFB has been a part of, is working to enhance radar technology 
that effectively blocks out the interference from wind turbines. The development and 
implementation of the technology is a few years away and the validating and certifying of the new 
system will take a minimum of 5 years according the Federal Aviation Administration.   

The ALUC liaison to Travis AFB and staff will stay in contact with Travis air traffic control staff to 
receive updates as the work on the radar system progresses. 

Attachment: 

Attachment A - Settlement and Release Agreement 
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