SOLANO COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

  
APPROVED MINUTES OF THE HELD

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2009 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION CENTER - FIRST FLOOR HEARING ROOM,

675 TEXAS STREET FAIRFIELD, CALIFORNIA

 

Commission Members Present:
Riddle, Alvarez, Hermsmeyer, Leong, and Whited

Commissioner Members Excused:
None

Staff Present:
Sykes, Tanner-Linné

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair Hermsmeyer called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.  Tanner-Linne called roll. A quorum was confirmed.  

2. Approval of Minutes for January 8, 2009 Meeting 

Motion to approve (Leong), seconded (Riddle).  January 8, 2009 minutes approved unanimously.

3. Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve agenda (Riddle), second (Leong).  Approved unanimously.  

4. Chair Announcements and Commissioner Comments 

A. Report on Meeting of the Fish and Game Commissioners Association.

Leong represented the commissioners at the Fish and Game Commissioners Association and told the other commissioners about the association meeting.  The association was trying to organize all the Fish and Game Commissions into one association.  Solano County combined the Fish and Game and Park and Recreation Commissions in the late 90’s.  Leong suggested the Solano County Park and Recreation Commission participate in this organization since they mainly wanted to have a voice to lobby for Fish and Game.  He told of the different bills coming up and what the government wanted to tap into fine money.  
B. Other Announcements and Comments.

Alvarez said several weeks ago Supervisor Seifert stated she was in favor of a Park and Recreation District.  He felt there should be some dialog with her or her staff.  She might be getting a one hand detail of what is going on with the County parks.  A lot of information was received several years ago about a park district in Solano County and he was not sure why she believed we needed a district.  Maybe there is a lack of information provided to her.  
5. Parks and Recreation Division Staff Report (Informational Only)

A. Staff Sykes provided the attached park activities report (see attached). 
6. Approval of Proposed Park Fees for Fiscal Year 2009/10 (Action Item)
Riddle asked about the percentage increase on the different line items.  He stated it might be easier to just round up to 30% instead of the 25%.  
Sykes stated some of the changes that were new were a $2 Boat Launch Fee which is something Solano County use to charge and an increase in the amount charged for the Youth Area camping for smaller groups. 
There are additional fees for the Nature Center use and Ranger Staff Special Services.  The Commission asked staff what uses were going to be allowed in the Nature Center.   If wedding receptions are held they might disturb the quiet time of the park if the attendees will not leave before the park closes.
Hermsmeyer asked if County Counsel would be reviewing the fees and Staff said yes.

Riddle made a motion to approve the fees with the changes and Leong seconded the motion.

7. Approval of Procedural Guide for Suisun Marsh Specific Fund Grant Program (Action Item)
The application was discussed and the Ad-Hoc Committee for the Suisun March Specific Fund Grant Program was present and helped with the discussion.  The Park and Recreation Commission asked staff to hold two workshops even if they were on the same day.  
The Commission also stated there would be no second chance with the applications this time.  If the applications are not completed appropriately they would be disqualified.  
Hermsmeyer stated most of the application is the same as the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant application.  The only items different have not been highlighted.

Chappell stated having one workshop should be enough and all the issues in his earlier email to staff had been addressed in the application.
Staff stated we would hold two workshops.
Whitted made a motion to approve the application and Leong seconded the motion.
8. Approval of Schedule for Suisun Marsh Specific Fund Grant Program (Action Item)
March 12, 2009 - The commission discussed the dates for the application.
	Dates - 2009
	Action
	Notes

	March 12
	Park and Recreation Commission Meeting for Approval of Procedural Guide
	Public Meeting

	March 4 – 12


	County Counsel reviews Procedural Guide
	

	March 13, 16


	Final revisions and distribute procedural guide
	

	April 10


	Workshops for applications 9:30 a.m. & 1;30 p.m.
	Public Meeting

	April 24


	Application are due 5:00 p.m.
	

	April 27

	Evaluation Committee begins review and scoring of applications
	

	May 14
	Park and Recreation Commission meeting
  Review evaluation criteria

  Presentations from applicants
	Public Meeting

	May 18

	Special Park and Recreation Commission meeting
	Public Meeting

	May 21

	Staff submits Board of Supervisors agenda item
	

	June 9
	Board of Supervisors meeting to consider Commission’s recommended grant awards
	Public Meeting



Leong made a motion to approve the schedule and Riddle seconded the motion.  
9. Committee Reports (none scheduled)
There were no committee reports.

10. Public Comments
Emanuelson asked if the Wildlife Assistance on page 8 definitions.  If signage would be considered under this category.    
Hermsmeyer said page 8 is just definitions but on page 19 is specific to assistance, monitoring, conservation or protection of Wildlife Assistance and would take his question under advisement, but would like to talk with the committee about determining a correct and reasonable answer.
Emanuelson had another question regarding page 5 eligible categories.  Would studies be funded on Long-Term Preservation of the Suisun Marsh?    That does not have a definable conclusion.
Hermsmeyer stated that language used under studies would be monitoring, an observation of a condition and a report of that condition and a recommendation of action.
Staff stated the Board of Supervisors issued the catagories for the Suisun Marsh Specific Grant.
11. Review Video:  “Endangered Species -- California Fish and Game Wardens”

Staff introduced the video and stated some of the funding was from last year’s Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant.  Mr. Snow furnished us a copy of the video that was made.  
The commission watched the “Endangered Species video and enjoyed it very much.  It was very informative and educational along with having beautiful nature shots in the video.

12. Confirm next regular meeting of May 14, 2009 at 5:30 pm, and Adjourn

